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Week Ending Friday, August 12, 2005 

Proclamation 7916—40th 
Anniversary of the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965 
August 5, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
In America, we believe in the freedom of 

every individual. This freedom includes the 
ability to participate in one of the most cher-
ished rights and fundamental responsibilities 
of citizenship: the right to vote. The Voting 
Rights Act of 1965 helped ensure that all citi-
zens would have the opportunity to vote, re-
gardless of race. As President Lyndon John-
son said when he signed the Act, ‘‘Millions 
of Americans are denied the right to vote 
because of their color. This law will ensure 
them the right to vote. The wrong is one 
which no American, in his heart, can justify. 
The right is one which no American, true 
to our principles, can deny.’’ As we celebrate 
the 40th anniversary of this historic act, we 
reaffirm this bedrock commitment to equal-
ity and justice for all. 

America’s history is a story of people work-
ing for freedom, justice, and equality. We 
have made great progress toward achieving 
these ideals. In the middle of the 20th cen-
tury, the conscience of America was awak-
ened by the struggles and the courage of 
those who overcame racial slurs, fire hoses, 
and burning crosses. Brave men and women 
held sit-ins at lunch counters, rode buses on 
Freedom Rides, and marched in our Nation’s 
Capital and throughout our country to de-
mand the full promise of the Declaration of 
Independence. The work of these coura-
geous Americans led to the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965, and we remember their heroism on 
this anniversary. 

America is a stronger and better Nation 
because of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
As President Johnson said upon signing the 

Act, it is ‘‘a triumph for freedom as huge 
as any victory that has ever been won on any 
battlefield.’’ The Act was a great step forward 
in the history of our Nation, and it remains 
essential as we continue our progress toward 
a society in which every person of every back-
ground can realize the American Dream. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and Laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim August 6, 2005, 
as a day of celebration in honor of the 40th 
Anniversary of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
I call upon all Americans to observe this day 
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and 
activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of August, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand five, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:21 a.m., August 8, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on August 9. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 

Memorandum on Assignment of 
Reporting Function 
August 5, 2005 

Memorandum for the Secretary of Commerce 
Subject: Assignment of Reporting Function 

By virtue of the authority vested in me as 
President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States, including section 301 
of title 3, United States Code, I hereby assign 
to you the functions of the President under 
section 316 of the Coastal Zone Management 
Act of 1972, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1451, 
et seq.). 
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You are authorized and directed to publish 
this memorandum in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue. An original was 
not available for verification of the content of this 
memorandum. 

The President’s Radio Address 
August 6, 2005 

Good morning. As families across the 
country enjoy the summer, Americans can be 
optimistic about our economic future. 

In the past 4 years, our economy has been 
through a lot. We faced a stock market de-
cline, a recession, corporate scandals, an at-
tack on our homeland, and the demands of 
an ongoing war on terror. To grow the econ-
omy and help American families, we acted 
by passing the largest tax relief in a genera-
tion. And today, thanks to the tax relief and 
the efforts of America’s workers and entre-
preneurs, our economy is strong and growing 
stronger. 

This past week, we learned that America 
added over 200,000 new jobs in July. Since 
May of 2003, we’ve added nearly 4 million 
new jobs. The unemployment rate is down 
to 5 percent, below the average of the 1970s, 
1980s, and 1990s. And more Americans are 
working today than ever before in our Na-
tion’s history. 

Recent economic reports show that our 
economy is growing faster than any other 
major industrialized nation. Small businesses 
are flourishing. Workers are taking home 
more of what they earn. Real disposable per-
sonal income has grown by over 12 percent 
since the end of 2000. Inflation is low, and 
mortgage rates are low. And over the past 
year, the homeownership rate in America has 
reached record levels. 

The tax relief stimulated economic vitality 
and growth, and it has helped increase reve-
nues to the Treasury. The increased revenues 
and our spending restraint have led to good 
progress in reducing the Federal deficit. Last 
month we learned that the deficit is now pro-
jected to be $94 billion less than previously 
expected. I set a goal of cutting the deficit 

in half by 2009, and we are ahead of pace 
to meet that goal. 

To continue creating jobs and to ensure 
that our prosperity reaches every corner of 
America, we’re opening markets abroad for 
our goods and services. This past week, I was 
proud to sign the Central American-Domini-
can Republic Free Trade Agreement. This 
historic agreement will level the playing field 
for America’s workers and farmers and open 
up a market of 44 million customers for prod-
ucts made in the United States. 

To keep our economy growing, we also 
need affordable, reliable supplies of energy. 
Next week in New Mexico, I’ll sign a bipar-
tisan energy bill that encourages conserva-
tion, expands domestic production in envi-
ronmentally sensitive ways, diversifies our 
energy supply, modernizes our electricity 
grid, and makes America less dependent on 
foreign sources of energy. And next Wednes-
day in Illinois, I’ll sign a highway bill that 
will improve the safety of our roads, strength-
en our transportation infrastructure, and cre-
ate good jobs. 

Our economy is strong, yet I will not be 
satisfied until every American who wants to 
work can find a job. So this coming Tuesday, 
I will meet with my economic team in Texas 
to discuss our agenda to keep the economy 
moving forward. As Congress considers ap-
propriations bills this fall, we will work with 
the House and the Senate to ensure that tax-
payer dollars are spent wisely or not at all. 

We need to make the tax relief permanent, 
end the death tax forever, and make our Tax 
Code simpler, fairer, and more progrowth. 
We’ll continue working on Social Security re-
form. Social Security is sound for today’s sen-
iors, but there’s a hole in the safety net for 
our younger workers, so I’ll work with the 
Congress to strengthen Social Security for 
our children and grandchildren. I’ll continue 
to press for legal reform to protect small 
businesses, doctors, and hospitals from junk 
lawsuits. And we will work to make health 
care more affordable and accessible for all 
Americans. 

The American economy is the envy of the 
world, and we will keep it that way. We will 
continue to unleash the entrepreneurial spirit 
of America so more of our citizens can realize 
the American Dream. 
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